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Capitalism causes environmental injustices. It is a 
system that takes resources like land, gold, coal and 
oil and turns them into profit for a few rich people.  
The bosses and owners want to make big profits and 
so they exploit the resources, the people and their 
environments.  There are three ways or mechanisms 
which bring about environmental injustices.  

The three e’s

Capitalism 
and 

the three e’s

These 
three mechanisms 
are very useful for us to see 
how capitalism works and how it brings 
about inequality and environmental injustice. 

Enclosure 

Exclusion

Externalisation 

Environmental justice – people living well with each other and the earth.

Environmental injustice – people cannot and do not live well with each other 
and the earth; a few people have power over others to profit for themselves.

We call these the three e’s and they are:  
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